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ALL MY OWN WORK INFORMATION SHEET – Information for Parents/Carers 

The following information has been taken from the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) website. 
Please read carefully. 

MAINTAINING HONESTY AND INTEGRITY 

Honesty is key for all students and staff 

All HSC candidates, their teachers and others who guide them must comply with our Honesty in Assessment Standard 
to maintain the integrity of the Higher School Certificate. You should also read your course syllabuses and related 
NESA policies, such as those on malpractice and completion of a course, on our website. 

You must be entirely honest when completing all your assessment tasks, exams and submitted works. You will be 
marked only on the quality and originality of the work you have produced. 

Always acknowledge your sources 

You must acknowledge any part of your work that was written, created or developed by someone else, in line with the 
NESA documents for each course. This includes any material from other sources like books, journals, electronic 
resources and the internet. You don’t need to formally acknowledge material that you learned from your teacher in 
class. 

UNDERSTANDING MALPRACTICE 

Cheating of any kind is unacceptable 

Behaving dishonestly to gain unfair advantage in assessments is malpractice, or cheating. Any form of malpractice, 
including plagiarism, is unacceptable, and we treat these allegations very seriously. Detected malpractice will limit 
your marks and jeopardise your HSC. Serious and deliberate malpractice is corrupt conduct, and we can report it to 
the Independent Commission Against Corruption. 

Malpractice includes, but is not limited to: 

• copying part or all of someone else’s work and presenting it as your own 
• using material directly from books, journals, CDs or the internet without giving its source 
• building on someone else’s ideas without giving their source 
• buying, stealing or borrowing someone else’s work and presenting it as your own 
• submitting work that someone else, like a parent, coach or subject expert, substantially contributed to 
• using someone else’s words, ideas, designs or work in projects and performance tasks without giving their source 
• paying someone to write or prepare material 
• breaching school exam rules 
• cheating in an HSC exam 
• using non-approved aids in an assessment task 
• giving false reasons for not handing in work by the due date 
• helping another student to engage in malpractice. 

HSC: All My Own Work is a program designed to help HSC students follow the principles and practices of good 
scholarship. This includes understanding, valuing and using ethical practices when locating and using information as 
part of their HSC studies. 

Students who have completed the program will also know about penalties for cheating and how to avoid malpractice 
when preparing their work for assessment. 

To be eligible for the HSC, students must complete HSC: All My Own Work (or its equivalent) before they submit any 
work for Year 11 or Year 12 courses, unless they are only entered for Year 11 and Year 12 Life Skills courses. 
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/hsc-all-my-own-work 
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